Spermatozoa are not produced until puberty, long after the establishment of tolerance to selfantigens. Therefore, sperm-specific 
mechanisms to limit immune responsiveness in the male genital tract. This communication will detail the various means both passive and active by which productive immunity is impaired at this site. This subject has been reviewed previously 1,z.
BLOOD-TESTIS BARRIER
The first line of defense against sperm-specific autoimmunity is anatomical, the blood-testis barrier.
A tight network of intercellular junctions between
Sertoli cells retards the passage of sperm-related macromolecules and cells out of, and immune components into, the testis3. This physical barrier is narrow in some regions and is not completely effec Based on the experimental evidence cited above, we propose the following mechanism of immune regulation in the male genital tract (Fig. 1) in the magnitude of these responses due to genetic variability, or some combination of both.
